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In commemoration with
EARTHDAY which is
celebrated worldwide on
the 22" of April, the
Southern Environmental
Association along with
the Toledo Institute for
Development and the
Environment, YAXCHE
Conservation Trust
planted over 500
mahogany and fruit
trees in over 30
communities that it
works with. This
was a realization
through joint
efforts between
YAXCHE
Conservation Trust
and Sustainable
Harvest
International-
Belize who were so
kind enough to
donate the
seedlings.
EARTHDAY is an
extraordinary
opportunity for us
in Belize to
continue efforts towards
promoting the
conservation of our
Natural Resources.
Today the world
continues to face
numerous threats to the
environment. Global
Climate Change poses
one of the greatest
challenges of all times.
It is in this spirit, that a
simultaneous tree
planting event took
place in community
schools in the Stann
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Creek and Toledo
Districts. Planting trees
in these communities
were chosen because it
can help

1. To combat global
warming and global
climate change

2. Remediate natural
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SEA Celebrates 40th Earth Day Anniversary!

users are not obliged to.
It is with this sentiment
that the schools
graciously participated
in carrying out this
activity especially the
schools that did not
have any plants on their
school compound.

Each School had their

areas suffering from
man-made
degradation

3. Increase biodiversity
4. Provide a tree
canopy

5. Improve aesthetics
of the landscape

Each year thousands of
trees are being cut down
for logging, slash and
burn practices or for
other reasons. Many of
the trees that are being
cut down are not being
re-planted because

little ceremony
Children of all
ages got the
opportunity to

™ participate

A whether that
|was digging the
| hole, clearing

J the area,

@ watering the
plant, or actually
planting.

This year
EARTHDAY
activities also
attracted a lot of
| volunteers

| including that of
the University of
Belize, Toledo
Campus, numerous SEA
staff, and the Belize
Defense Force.

SEA would like to thank
everyone for
participating in this
years event and
encourage others to do
so in the future because
by uniting we can all
make a difference
towards the
environment.
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S Wel come to SEAG6s New Ma

Shalini Cawich
Development
Director -

In March 2010, SEA welcomed
Ms. Shalini Cawich as its new
Development Director. Ms.
Cawich, however, is no stranger
to the organization. She served
as Protected Areas Manager and
Administrator for Friends of
Nature (FoN) during the period 2002-2004. While working at FoN,
Shalini developed strong relationships with the coastal communities
of southern Belize. Shalini has over eight years of experience in
conservation efforts within Belize and the region. She spent most of
her career working with the World Wildlife Fund (WWF), where she
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Arthur Westby & Protected Areas Director
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I Arthur is well k.nown for diving in PIacencia.and the surrourlding areas.
Having a great interest in marine conservation, he began his venture as a

I PADI Dive master at the age of 18. In addition to this, he has travelled and

| gained experience in the conservation world by working with numerous

| conservationists in Central and South America. Arthur has worked in Costa

[ Rica in a small cruise line called “Cruceros del Sur “for over 10 years. He

I also gained extensive experience and skills in navigation. Having a love for

| his country, Arthur decided to return to manage one of Placencia’s popular
visit spots, Turtle Inn. He did this for a couple of years until he decided to

I take up the position of Protected Areas Director. He brings to the

| organization a wealth of experience in Conservation Management, and

| Business Administration. Arthur is currently a Dive Instructor who has trained numerous community members as

| well as tourists in diving.
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Dr. Annelise Hagan 9o Science Director

Dr. Annelise Hagan has over 14 years experience working in marine science.
She first learnt to SCUBA dive in the Caribbean at the tender age of 13 and
first set foot in Belize as a volunteer for Coral Caye Conservation in 1997,

conductini reef monitorini at Turneffe Atoll. Annelise brinﬁs a whole
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